
"Teen Satanism."   

 
Twenty-five years ago, we'd never heard of it.  It's part of the new vocabulary of a confused and lost 

generation, standing next to other new and unspeakable realities like "HIV positive", "nuclear winter" and 

"ritual child abuse".  Twenty-five years ago, we opened up the door to a world of hurt and 

destruction.  Then, the vocabulary was "do your own thing", "turn on, tune in, drop out" and "sex, drugs 
and rock'n'roll".  As we stand now at the floodgate, we're beginning to understand the tremendous 

spiritual darkness that was unleashed during that time.  Now we have AIDS, crack and a host of other 

unthinkable cancers, and we don't know how to turn back the tide. 
 

In 1966, the First Church of Satan was established in San Francisco, 

California.  Its philosophy was identical to the motto by which the 60's are now 
remembered:  "Do your own thing", or in the words of the Satanic Bible, "Do what 

thou wilt shall be the whole of the law."  Little more than a media eccentricity 

then, Anton LaVey has become a teen satanist cult hero.  Why?  Kids face the most troubled times in 

history.  One out of two marriages end in divorce, making thenuclear family almost extinct.  Yuppie 
parents, raised in the "free love" era, are afraid to make their kids live by standards they once rebelled 

against.  Parents want to be their kids' friends more than being role models and authority figures. 

Kids are simply told "Do what you want, honey, just don't hurt anyone - and be a 
success." 

 

The problem is, parents didn't have to face a society with AIDS, crack, school 
violence, child pornography and a nearly hopeless future.  Kids in school face 

rampant drug use, pressure to lose their virginity before 13, meaningless studies 

and facing an empty house when they get out of school.  This is a generation raised by MTV.  Kids are 

told to live up to high and difficult standards of success without the internal character skills, social 
belonging, sense of purpose or direction. "Why should I bother?", so many kids say.  "Why even try?" 

 

Suddenly, Anton LaVey's Satanic Bible has become a bestseller. And who's buying? Teenagers. Why? 
Partly, because it speaks to the pent-up anger and frustration of a lost generation. To the rage and 

confusion of a scared kid, LaVey's words are to the point: "If a man smite thee on the cheek, smash him 

on the other. Be as a lion in the path--be dangerous even in defeat." To a lifetime of 

loneliness and alienation, he says, "The satanist realizes he is alone in the 
universe and that no one cares for him." 

 

I think there is a far deeper reason kids are being drawn to the deadly 
philosophy of the satanic church. They are spiritually empty. Yet, most teen 

Satanists have been raised in church! Somehow, their deepest needs for love, 

belonging, purpose and "overcoming power" have not been met. That need doesn't go away. Something 
must fill it. Recently I saw a television interview with a convicted child molester. He said, "If you don't 

hug your kid, I will." Because we have not met the crying need of this generation, Satanists are now 

waiting in the wings to offer "comfort", "answers", and to deceive, and destroy. As one teen 

recruiter said in an interview, "We're focusing all our energy and attention on your 
kids right now. Your kids are our business. And right now, business is good." 

 

The results of teen recruitment and satanic activity are staggering almost 
beyond description. Sean Sellers, a lonely, alienated teen, turned to satanism and 

is now on death row in Oklahoma for the murder of a store clerk and his own mother and stepfather. 

Tommy Sullivan, Jr, a young teen who was unhappy and discontent, was introduced to satanic metal 
music and the satanic bible. He rejected his church upbringing and in a short time span became so mind-

bent that he brutally killed his mother, ran out into the night and with his little boy scout knife slashed his 



wrists and nearly decapitated himself before his tortured life ebbed away in the winter snow, leaving 

behind a father and brother devastated for life. At 14, young Richard Ramirez was listening to heavy 
metal music and reading satanic books. People said it was a phase, he'd outgrow it. Ramirez was 

convicted and sentenced to death for the brutal murder of over a dozen innocent victims killed in the 

name of Satan. The list of Teen Satanist violent crimes is growing. Those who do not murder, rape or 

commit suicide, end up in a psychiatric ward. Few survive, few get out. 
 

If this sounds grim, it is. But kids can get out, stay out, stay safe and have 

an incredible life of love, power and destiny. It is only in the living Jesus. Therapy 
may help. Education is important. But Band-Aids are not a cure. Jesus is the only 

final prison breaker. He can put a total end to Satan's lies and false powers in 

someone's life and He turns victims into victors. 
 

Seeing kids set free is going to cost us something, though. First, we've got to 

stop passing teen satanism off as a fad. It's not a fad and it's not going away. 

We've got to stop treating teen Satanists as "dabblers" as if that lessens its 
importance. Too often a dabbler today is a murder or suicide victim tomorrow. 

We've also got to stop thinking, "This only happens in California." It is growing 

everywhere, in rural town and big cities. 
 

Finally, we've got to start taking spiritual warfare seriously. It's one thing to 

talk about demons and warfare as some vague force that makes us stub our  toe or cause us to overeat. It's 
quite another to take on the challenge of helping a 

demon-infested teen satanist who will destroy or be destroyed if we don't intervene in the power of Jesus' 

blood. It's time to stop ignoring the devil! Many churches, when faced with these grim facts of teen 

satanism and the need to do something hide behind a glibly spoken, "We don't want to glorify the devil." 
The world didn't want to pay much attention to a little maniac from Germany named Hitler, either, until 

he had captured most of Europe and murdered millions of people. It's time to stop hiding and start 

fighting for our kids. We need to get in the battle now or Satan will conquer the youth before we've even 
gotten in the race. 

 

We have the power to win. A true Spirit-filled, Spirit-led, Spirit-walking 

believer is the only thing adult Satanists really fear. But be warned--this is not 
shadow boxing. This is a real war with real lives at stake. To fight well you must 

walk in the power of God. No more ignoring the forces of evil. I challenge you with 

the words of one teen satanist girl: "How do you expect me to believe your God has power over the devil 
if YOU don't believe it?" 

 

I dedicate this book to every Satanist or kid who is on the edge of getting 
involved. God is not your enemy. He loves you. All Satan can really give you is 

tricks and lies and pain. Sure, he'll provide some flesh pleasures, but the price tag is your death and 

eternal torment at his hand. Jesus will give you peace, power and purpose. Please, read this with an open 

heart and mind. The cross that Jesus died on was a symbol of His love and longing for you. But He didn't 
stay dead! He busted out of the grave, snatched Satan's hell-keys away from him showed him to be the 

powerless poser he is! Remember the Wizard of Oz, when the curtain was pulled open and they 

discovered this tiny little old man was actually blowing all the smoke and fire to scare them? What he 
said I say to you: "PAY NO ATTENTION TO THE MAN BEHIND CURTAIN!" That's what the devil is 

- all scare and fear and smoke and fire, but beneath Jesus' feet he is powerless and he knows it. Deception 

and fear are his only real powers. 
 



You may fear Satan or his demons, or even that his followers will "get you" if you turn to Jesus. But if 

you surrender your heart to the love and protection of our awesome Father, Satan won't be able to harm a 
single hair on your head without God's permission. The Book says, "God has not given us spirit of fear, 

but of power, love and a sound mind." Doesn't that sound a whole lot better than the torment, fear and 

pain you're living in now? 

 

Dr. Gregory Reid 


